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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
NOVEMBER 18, 2019
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2019-0534
3303 SOUTHILL CIRCLE
PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1963 house.
ARCHITECTURE

Split-level brick veneer house with symmetrical configuration, side-gabled roof, a full-width
columned porch, and front-facing garage. Decorative bars cover the street-facing windows,
and the first-floor windows sit at ground level. A decorative pediment adorns the front door.
A rear addition and deck have been added.

RESEARCH

3303 Southill Circle was built in 1963 by the Carret Corporation. Its first known owner-
occupants were John Coyle White and his wife Mary. White’s long career in Texas politics
spanned the latter half of the twentieth century. During this time, he served as Texas
Commissioner of Agriculture (and retains the status of longest-serving Commissioner), U.S.
Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, and chairman of Democratic National Committee.

At the time of his election to office in 1950, White was the youngest candidate ever elected to
statewide office and the youngest Commissioner of Agriculture in the United States. That
year, Life magazine named him one of the top ten “outstanding young men” in the nation
because of this, and the state Democratic chairman dubbed him a “giant-killer.” White’s
humble roots as the son of a North Texas sharecropper during the Great Depression fueled
his passion for advocating for Texas farmers through legislation. He was elected to the
position 12 more times throughout his career, resigning only to accept a position as the U.S.
Deputy Secretary of Agriculture in 1977.

White was a conservationist and supporter of the Civil Rights movement, integrating the
Texas Department of Agriculture for the first time in the 1960s. During White’s ownership
of the house, he served President John F. Kennedy as an adviser on international agricultural
issues. White also became a delegate to the Democratic National Convention, later chairing
the Democratic National Committee under President Carter (1978-1981).

After Mary J. White sold the home in 1970, it was purchased by the Balagia family. S. Jack
Balagia was a World War II veteran, and, after leaving the family produce business, became
one of Austin’s leading insurance salesmen and real estate brokers. Balagia served as
president of many charitable organizations, vice-president of the Austin Club and Austin
Country Club, and vice-chairman of the Austin Urban Renewal Agency. In the late 1960s and
early 1970s, he served on the Texas Judicial Qualifications Commission and the Texas Film
Commission.

Sophia Koury Balagia was as active as her husband, serving on the boards of the Austin
Public Library and the Austin Mental Health Association and helping to establish the KLRU
annual fundraising auction. The Balagia family were devoted leaders in the Catholic Church,
and actively supported the University of Texas. In 2003, the S. Jack and Sophia K. Balagia
Presidential Scholarship was established in their honor.

STAFF COMMENTS

The applicant has indicated that the porch posts were changed after the Balagia family
purchased the property. No permits for this alteration are available.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark
1) The building is more than 50 years old.
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2) The building appears to retain high to moderate integrity. If the existing porch posts were

changed less than 50 years ago, it may render the building ineligible under this criterion.
3) Properties must meet two criteria for landmark designation (Land Development Code §25-
2-352). 3303 Southill Circle may meet two criteria for designation.

a)

b)
c)

d)

e)

Architecture. The house displays Colonial Revival influences, predominant in this era
of residential building in Austin, with a split-level plan. The split-level, while common
in other parts of the country, is a rare midcentury form in Austin.

Historical association. The house is associated with State Agricultural Commissioner
John Coyle White.

Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant data
concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, or
cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.
Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape
with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Consider initiation of historic zoning based on architecture and historical association with
John Coyle White. Should the Commission choose to release the demolition permit, encourage
rehabilitation and adaptive re-use or relocation, and require completion of a City of Austin
Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch
plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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PROPERTY INFORMATION

Photos

Street View, 2015-18
Occupancy History
City Directory Research, Austin History Center
November, 2019
1992 Jack and Sophia K. Balagia, owners
President, The Balagia Agency, Inc.

1985-86  Jack and Sophia K. Balagia, owners
Employee, The Balagia Agency, Inc.

1981 Jack and Sophia K. Balagia, owners
Employee, The Balagia Agency, Inc.

1977 Jack and Sophia K. Balagia, owners



1973

1968

1965

1962

The Balagia Agency, Inc.

S. Jack and Sophia K. Balagia, owners
The Balagia Agency, Inc.

John C. and Mary J. White, owners
Commissioner, State Department of Agriculture

John C. and Mary J. White, owners
Commissioner, State Department of Agriculture
Address not listed
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Biographical Information

WHITE, JOHN COYLE

<= tshaonline.org/handboal

John C. White, Persanal collection.
Courtesy John B White.

WHITE, JOHN COYLE {1924-1995). john Coyle White, Texas Commissioner of Agriculture,
L5, Deputy Secratary of Agriculture, and chairman of Democratic National Committee, son
of Edward Hilliard White and Carrie Lou (Campbeil) White, the youngest of three children,
was borm near Newport, Clay County, Texas on Novemnber 26, 1924, He was raised on his
father's tenant farm in Clay County in the Dust Bowl during the poverty of the Great

Depression. A teacher and his older sister, Marie, encouraged him to work hard and excel in
schoal,

He graduated from lowa Park High School in 1942 and was able to go to college because he won a Sears & Roebuck nationwide contest for
a $100 FAA. Achlevernent schalarship for college tuition. He went to Texas Technological College (now Texas Tech University), the nearest
college to his home, with less than a dollar in his pocket. Since the family did not have a working automaobile, White likely walked and
hitchhiked to school and even slept in a field during his earliest days in attendance. At Texas Tech he was able to earn money by working
2% a janitor, dishwasher, and bellhop. Known as "Red White” because of his bright red hair, he was popular with his fellow students and
won his first election as head cheerleader, (After graduation he preferred to be called Jjohn C.") While he was at Texas Tech, he met and
married Mary Jean Prince, and he graduated with a B.5. degree in agriculture in 1946, Their first son john Richard White was born the

same year. After working as a teacher of veterans vocational agriculture in north central Texas, White managed farms and taught
agricultural courses at Midwestern University in Wichita Falls from 1947 to 1950,

John C. White, at age twenty-five, was elected Commissioner of Agriculture in 1950 “in cne of the most stunning political upsets in the
annals of Texas history.” He defeated a slate of candidates to emerge In the run-off with J. E. McDonald who had held the post far twenty
years. At that time, White was the youngest man ever to be elected to Texas statewide office and the youngest person elected
Commissioner of Agriculture in the United States. (He was actually twenty-four years old when he was running for the office and twenty-
five years by the time he was sworn in). Shortly after his election, the January 1, 1951, issue of Life magazine listed him as one of the
fourteen young people in the nation who were "Hope For The Future.” After his election in 1950, the White family moved from Witchita
Falls to Austin where they joined the First Baptist Church. John C. and Mary jean had two more sons—Edward Prince White and jake
Rayburn White.

The Texas Department of Agriculture underwent its first major overhaul under White's leadership. The agency's six divisions were made
into three—Marketing, Quarantine & Inspections, and Seed—and organized within a central administrative branch. White decentralized
the department into six regional offices throughout the state with Austin serving as the main headquarters. Consequently, the
reorganization of the agency resulted in an increase in efficiency with no need for an increase in appropriations; it was the only state
agency that did not have to request the Texas legislature for greater funding. Without significantly hiring more staff, White improved the
agency's services "by an increase in regulatory and inspection work of 44% the first year and 62% the second year.” The department had
grown to seven district offices across the state by 1972,

When White first entered Texas politics, candidates for statewide offices had to run every two years. In his next election in 1952 White
faced a tough decision. Gen, Dwight D. Eisenhower was heading up the Republican ticket, and most candidates saw that as the winning
ticket. Texas Governor Allan Shivers led statewide Democratic officials to cross-file as Republicans to help Eisenhower carry Texas, Based
on the advice of U.5. House Speaker Sam Rayburn and after threatening to sue the Texas secretary of state, White got his name removed
from the Republican ballot, He was the only candidate not to cross-file, He was loyal to the Democratic Party and said, “The voters are
entitled to have a choice between political parties and candidates, but | believe a state official should respect and honor the party which is
supporting him."

In 1957 White suffered the only major political defeat of his career when he ran for the U.5. Senate in a special election for the seat vacated
by Senator Price Daniel, Ralph Yarborough won that election, and White continued as Commissioner of Agriculture, He remained
undefeated as Commissioner of Agriculture for twenty-six years that included thirteen elections in total and became a powerful force in
Texas politics and the Democratic Party of Texas (although he lost a race to become the statewide chairman in 1972).
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Texas was transitioning from a rural-based economy to a predominately urban-based economy during his tenure as commissioner. White
changed his department to meet the ever changing needs of Texans. In 1972 he established a Consumer Affairs Office in the department
to insure Texas consumers got accurate measures on everything from the scale in the grocery store to the gas pump. In 1975 he started
the TDA Quarterly, a glossy magazine on agricultural issues designed for a general audience. White, "adamant in his beliefs that the
strength of a nation's economy was the ultimate responsibility of the agricultural producer,” continued to be a strong advocate for Texas
farmers and ranchers, especially in Washington during the severe 1950s Texas drought. He also supported the civil rights movement of
the 1960s and supported repealing the poll tax in Texas that blocked many minorities from voting, especially poor black people. During
the 1960s he integrated the staff of the Department of Agriculture for the first time.

White was a conservationist. He created soil conservation districts in the effort to promote  soil and water conservation in the state and
initiated the first cooperative effort with Mexico to control insect pests. White pushed for state legislation for the analysis and registration
of agricultural chemicals. He also set up laboratories to test chemical contaminants and residues before and during harvest. During White's
tenure, the Texas Department of Agriculture launched the Texas Agricultural Products (TAP) marketing project to promote Texas goods,
Ever mindful of helping the farmers and ranchers of Texas, in 1974 he recognized them by creating the Family Land Heritage Program, an
annual program honoring Texas farmers and ranchers who have worked their land for 100 years or more.

In 1970 he married Wynelle "Nellie” Watson Coffee after his divorce from Mary Jean White. Wynelle had three children—Russell W. Coffee,
Kay Lynn Coffee, and Craig A. Coffee.

White came to know and work with many national figures including presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon |ohnson. Through politics and
his interactions with the federal government representing Texas agriculture, he was always interested in national politics, In 1960 and 1964
he served as a delegate to the Demaocratic National Conventions, and he was on the executive committee of the Democratic Charter
Commission in 1974 and chairman of the Texas delegation to the 1974 mini-convention. Under President John Kennedy, White led a task
force that negotiated the "chicken war" with the European community in 1963, In 1984 he was selected by President Lyndon Johnson to be
a representative at the Turkey and Yugoslavia Trade Conference, White functioned as a special adviser in Vietnam to establish a self-
sustaining food production program for Southeast Asia in 1967, He was active in many presidential campaigns, and he was the Texas
chairman for the 1972 George McGovern campaign for president against Richard Nixon, During that campaign he met campaign workers
Bill Clinton and Hillary Rodham, and in later years they became trusted colleagues,

White resigned as the Texas Commissioner of Agriculture in 1977 to become Deputy Secretary of the United States Department of
Agriculture at the request of President Jimmy Carter, and he and Nellie moved to Washington. His first responsibilities included dealing
with thousands of angry farmers whao called for new farm policies and protested in Washington by driving their tractors around the
National Mall, In December 1977, after only a few months at the U.5, Department of Agriculture, he was chosen by President Carter to
become the chairman of the Democratic National Committee, Serving as chairman from 1977 to 1981, he helped the Demaocrats retain
their majority in Congress in the 1978 election. Also he was able to get the Democratic Party on a sound financial basis for the first time in
many years, After the election of President Ronald Reagan in 1980, White returned to private life after thirty years of public service. He
formed the John C. White Consulting firm and he remained a "behind-the-scenes consular to the Democratic Party” and a power-player in
Washington until his death. Among his clients were longtime friend and Texan Oscar Wyatt of the Coastal Corporation,

White died in Washington, D.C., on January 20, 1995, His funeral was the first to be held in the Rotunda of the Texas State Capitol, and
Republican George W. Bush was governor. White was one of the rare politicians who worked well with both parties. When he was first
hospitalized with a serious unknown illness two years before his death, Republican President George H. W. Bush had the White House
physician call to see if he could help. White's bi-partisanship was best reflected in his two funeral services—a funeral and graveside burial
in Austin on January 27, 1995, and a later memaorial service at the First Baptist Church of Washington, D.C., on January 31, 1995,
Demaocratic presidential candidate Rev, Jesse Jackson (whom White helped advise during his 1988 presidential campaign) conducted the
funeral and graveside service in Austin, White's close friend, Republican presidential candidate Senator Bob Dole, gave one of the eulogies
in Washington. White loved politics and once said, “Politics isn't a war, it's a process. | want to win every election, but I've never felt |
compromised my principles by having friends on the other side or hearing another point of view.” He is buried at the Texas State
Cemetery in Austin,

Handbook of Texas Online , John R. White, "WHITE, JOHN COYLE ," accessed November 07, 2019,
http/www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fwh63.


http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fwh63

D.2-8

John C. White, 70, Chairman Of Democrats in Carter's Term

‘ nytimes.com/1995/01/21 fobituaniesjohn-c-white-70-chalrman-of-democrats-in-carer-s-term.htm

By David Binder January 21,
1995

About the Archive

Occasionally the digitization process introduces [FansCrption erfors of other problems. Please send reports of such problems o

archive feedback@myviimes com,
John C.White, a Texas sharecropper's son who became Democratic national chairman under President fimmy Carter, died here today at
GEOrgerown Lniversity Hospital, where he had been under rearment for 3 heart allment. He was 70 and lved in Washingromn,

Mr. White hiad a successful career in state politics before he was drawn 1o Washingion, and along the way he won the friendship of
powerful older Texas Demoorats swuch as Senator Lyndon B, johnson and Representative Sam Raybuwmn, the longtime Speaker of the House.

Within the fractious stare parmy. he gained a reputation as a conciliator, "He akways took a positan on one side or the other, but without
indulging in mean-spirited things or personal amacks," Rober 5. Srrauss, another Texan who became a national leader of the party, said
today. "He literally had no enemies.”

M, Sirawss, who had earlier served as party chalrman, endorsed Mr, White for the post in 1977, Mr, White was chosen by President Carer
late that year and was elected by the national committee in january 1978,

The next year he found himeelf in the middie of a fight over movements In sk states 1o replace Mr, Camer &5 the party's 1980 Presidential
nomines with Senator Edward M, Kennedy of Massachusems. Mr, White denounced those effors 2 a recipe for discord that would "nand
the Presidency on a silver platrer to the Republicans.” In the end, after Paul G, Kirk, the Kennedy campaign chairman, had failed to oust
Mir, White from the party chalrmanship, Senator Kennedy withdrew from the race.

But Mr, Carter lost the subsequent general election 1o Ronald Reagan, OF his own futwre, Mr. White sald afterward that the chairmarship
wias not much but was "the only bone in the yard,” A few weeks later, however, he announced his resignation, He remained kn Washington
a3 a loblyist,

John Coyle White was barn on Now, 26, 1924, an his family's tenant farm near the North Texas wwn of Newport, in Clay County, and
chapped cotton 35 a boy in the Depression, His father was able to buy the land in 1937 with one of the first loans isswed by Franklin D,
Roosevelr’s Farm Security Administration, and it stayed in the family thereafter,

Mr. Wihite attended rural schoals, earned an undergraduate degree at Texas Tech University in 1946, then worked a3 a farm manager and
taught agriculiural cowrses at Midwestern Linjversity in Wichita Falls,

At age 24, he ran for an influential suae post, Commissioner of Agriculture, and defeated five candidates, including the Incumisent. He was
re-lected 13 times,

He served Presidents [ahn F, Kennedy and Lyndon B, Johnson &8 an adviser on intemational agricubtural ssues and in 1977 was appointad
Deputy Secretary of Agriculture by President Carter, a post he held for nine manths before the President asked him 1o become party
chalrman.

Tall, with & shock of hair the light brown color of his North Texas home country, Mr, White kept & patchwork quilt on & settee in his
Washington home, "My mother made the quilt,” he once said, "We had nothing new, Every year we moved to a different shack with na
#lectricity o plumbing, All you had wis your wagon and your team.” And the guilt.

Wr, White is survived by his wife, the former Wynelle Watson; two sons, john B, White and Edward P. White, both of Austin, Tex., and two
grandehildren. A third son, jake, from a previous marriage, has died,

aubscribe Now

Ehe New YJork Times

Obituary for John C. White. The New York Times; January 21, 1995.
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? College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources About Students Academics

'l cAsMR | Scholarships

John C. White Endowed Scholarship

The John C. White Endowment was established by various donors in 1995. The
scholarship is awarded to students majoring in the College of Agriculrural
Sciences and Narural Rescurces.

The Honorable John Coyle White began his political career in 1950, when he was
elected Texas Commissioner of Agriculture at the age of 25. He was the youngest
man ever elected to a statewide office in Texas and the youngest Agriculrural
Commissioner in the nation. He was re-elected to thar high office 12 times, 26
1/2 years, and helped Texas in its difficult ransinon from an agriculrural to a
predominately urban economy. His progressive policies and leadership abilities
were recognized early by agricultural heads in other states and he served several
times as president of the Natonal Associaton of State Departments of
Agriculture as well as the Southern Association of Agricultural Commissioners.

In 1977, President Jimmy Carter called him to Washington to serve as Deputy UL
S. Secretary of Agriculture during a period of great unrest among the nation's
farmers. His calm and reasoned arbitration with disaffected groups resulted in
several successful changes in U S. farm policy. Shortly afterwards, he was named
Chairman of the Democratic National Committes and served with distinction,
purting the commirtee back on a sound financial basis. His efforts also resulted in
a cohesive party platform at the 1980 Democratic Convention in New York,
where he was convention chairman. In later years, White was an admired and
respected business and political consultant, whose advice was sought by
Demaocratic and Republican leaders, alike.

White never lost his love for Texas and his rural roots. He was the son of Clay
County tenant farmer, Ed White, who was honored at the State Fair in 1950 for
being one of the first to pay off one of the long-term loans provided by the old
Farm Home Administration. With an initial start of $100 Sears Scholarship, John
White worked his way through Texas Tech, earning a degree in Agriculture in
1946, After graduarion he became a teacher and later head of the Department of
Animal Husbandry ar Midwesrern University, Wichita Falls. Ambitious for a
political career thar would help further the interests of his beloved farm roots, he
ran successfully for the office of Texas Commissioner of Agriculture againsta
field of five opponents. He achieved an enviable record of longeviry and service

in every task he undertock.

Whire and his wife, Mellie,” were locking forward to an eventual retirement to
Texas in the near future, They maintained a residence in Washingron and a ranch
in South Texas.

To support this scholarship, please visit the John C. White Endowed Scholarship
gift page.

John C. White Endowed Scholarship, Texas Tech University.
https//www.depts.ttu.edu/agriculturalsciences/Students/scholarships/college/White.php

Research
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McDonald Finally Concedes Defeat;
Offers White "On-the-Job’ Training

By Assoelaled 'ress

J. E. McDonnld, 10-term winner
as slate commissioner of agricul-
ture, Tuesday conceded John C.
White's nomination to the post.

He offercd copgratulations and
wishes for a successful administra-
tion to the 25-year-old® Wichita
Falls agriculture teacher,

White collected 11.074 votes more
than the wveteran McDonald, ac-
cording ta the Texas Election Bu-
reau's fingl  count of Salurday's
Demacratie run-off election, White
had 351,140 voles to 340,073 for Me-
Donald. Voies had peen tabulated
from 233 of Texas' 234 counties,
with 175 complete.

McDonald offered White a desk
in his office after the general elee-
tlon “where, if he desires, he may
stay and tamiliarize himself with
the work of the department before
he beping his official duties.”

McDonald's statement also said:

“I am deeply grateful to Texans
for having bhad the honor and
pleasure of serving them for 20
years as commissioner of agricul-
ture, 1 have employed assistants
who are worthy, capable and cour-
teous and togelher we have made
a soervice record in which I have
much pride,

"l have served all Texans, re-
gardless of race, cnlor, creed or
politics because all of these are tax-
payvers and send their sons lo fight
our country’s battles,

“In reliring from politics, the
greatest consolation 1 have is that
through all the campaigns 1 have
never made an unkind remark; in
public or in privite, about onc of
my opponénts. 1 hold no animosity
but will continue steadfast in my
interest in the welfare ol agricul-
ture.”

The election bureay estimated
12,000 voles remained uncounied.

The only counily not reporied wns
Borden, which east just 90 voles in
the first primary in Ju:l_v and fu- |
vored AMcDonald slightly. -~ |

White ix a2n agriculture teacher:
and schonl cxecutlve, He made,
among other things, pnrty Io}'nlly.
a campaign issue.

McDonald was opposed by manr'
Democratic Party regulars. They
-sald he had piven tno mueh aid,
. comfort and suppor! 1o the RepLbli-
cans. The parly tried to bar him
from the ticket, but McDonald got
his name on the list by court ac-
tion.

White had a lead of just under
7000 votes Sunday night. It .grew
steadily Monday, reaching 10,564 in
the burecau's next-to-last count
when Duval Couniy reported its
vote. County Judge George Parr al-
ready had told the Associated Press

(Continued om Page 2, Col. 6)
|

White's Victory
Acknowledged

{Continued from Page 1)

White had swept Duval County—
the bureau's figures gave his 3.508
voles in the county to 45 for Me-
Donald

Decizions had been reached In all
other major state contests by Sun-
|day. The election bureau’s final
|tabulation Monday showed:
| Feor liculenant governor: Ben
i!ﬁ?&mso,}"ﬁﬂmﬁ. Pierce Brooks 274.-
i For US representative, 16th Dis.
irict: Ken Regan 23,272, Paul Moss
18.364. |

For US representative. 1Ath Dis. |
trict: Walter Rogers 22224, Mrs.
Altavene Clark 16,765.

For Courlt of Criminal Appeals:
W. A. Morrison 382,238, R. L. Lat-
timore 274,220,

For Supreme Court, place 1: Will
Wilson 388,015, Fagan Dickson 2§4,-
658.
| For Supreme Court, place X
| Mcade F. Griffin 440,807, George
| Harwood 228,663.

The Austin Statesman; Aug 29, 1950

GIANT KILLER SAYS HE'S GREEN AS GOURD




+ MINERAL WQLLH. Sepl. 12—~
John C. White atiended his first
siate Democrane conventlon Tuess

day. He sald "I'm green as &
gourd.”

It's all new fo the 25-year-old
Wichila Fallzs redhead who brought
Joy to many members of his parly
In the Aug. 26 second primary b
defeating J. E. McDanald for agri-
culture commlasioner.

“Like 1 said In my campalgn, I'm
not a politician,” White sald in an
Interview. “I've alwayx heen a
Democratie voler. Put this s my
baptism so far as politles is con-
cerned.”

He was #njoying I

“It's lois of fun, but it's aerlous
busineas, ton, The maneuvering gels
prelly inlricale somelimes. I'm nol
always sure exactly what in going
nn. It's Jlke in a chesx game—
you sidle off In nne direction when
you're really Intendlng to go an-
other,” :

The hig, stocky North Texan was
something of an oddily st the as-
semblage of old-tlmers versed In
the ways of politics.

Stale Chairman John C. Calhoun
Interrupted Monday's meeling of
the stale executive commiliee 1o
announce "we have In our midst a
young giant killer 1 want you all
o know.”

White blushed.

And everyone looked al lhe un-
eomfarlable young man whn re-
moved whal  loyalist  Democrals
eonsidered a big thorn from the
side of the Texas Democratic
PParity.

Donald, an alimost-legendary Texas
politieal ligure who held oflice 20
years while voling Independently.
| “I'm glad now that | didn't say
lanything in my campalgn about
i MeDonald voting Republican,”
| White sald. “I'm glad | campaign-
{rd-on the pertinent issues—how Lhe
nffice of agricullure commisajoner
{was belng administered.

The thorn, of course, was Me-

The Austin Statesman; Sep 12, 1950
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John €. White: The .—nxum..hmﬂ._ﬁ-:c_.m Commissioner Wha Picked Cotton, Skipped Bells,

ConfidentYoun

[linve him
Faw darg o gril
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hia agency in 1he fore as ooe o
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r.4=
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Farm Commissioner

White Slaps Trade Profectionists

By WRAY WEDDELL JR.

The Austin Stalesman Staff

HOUSTON — Texas Commis-
sioner of Agricullure John C.
White hit hard here Wednesday
at “proteclionist groups who
would severcly restrict foreigp
imports,

To do so, While said in es-
sence, woukl be to invile re-
taliatory measures hurtful to
Texas agricullural economy.

White, just buck [rom an
eight day swing through central
European and Medilerranean
countries, addressed a confer-
ence of government and busi-
ness leaders exploring  means
of expanding this stale's al-
ready sizeable trade with boom-
ing Japan,

The Japanese ambassador lo
the US, Ryuji Takeuchi, was lo
ittddress the Texas Conference
on Exporls to Japan laler in
the day.

The conference in the Hotel
America sponsored by the US-
Japan Trade Council is the oe-
casion for the ambassador's

nation in the value of agricul-

tural and industrial goods sold
fo the Japanese. The (rade
balance is extremely favor-
able. Exports last year totaled
5163 million while the import
trade amountled to only $43 mil-
lion.

Speaking to the morning ses-
sion of the one-day conference,
While said that Texas prob-
ably has the grealest economic
siake of any state in the [uture
of foreign markets for farm
products,

“We have just concluded an
historic, record smashing year
in our national expori trade,
and Texas played a major
role,” White said.

During that year, according
to White, US farm exporis hil
an all time high of $6.1 billion,
with Texas agricullure account-
ing for roughly 10 per cent.

“Thercfore, exporis are bhig
business in thz Texas farm
economy,” the commissioner
said. Appraximately 25 per cent
of the slale’s agricullural in-
come is derived from exports.

first official Texas visit, |
Even now, Texas leads the

As for Japan, said White,
that nation *'is one of the bright-
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est slars in our export skles—
buying more Texas agricultural
commodilies than any other
single nation.”

And yet, White said, there is
heard “the hue amnd ery of pro-
tecticnists aghinstl any such
parinership.

“Some people in  influenlial
posilions frequently advocate
prohibitive measures against
the import and sale of Jap-
anese texliles in the US. These
people fail fo take into consid-
eration that Japan is enc of the
bigrest buyers of Texas collon.

“This collon poes into the
manufacture of the very flex-
tiles which the protectionists
secek fo outlaw.”

White then asked: !

“How lonz do these people;
think we could continue send-
ing some $143 million worlh of
colton from the Port of IHous-
ton to Japan ecach year if we
refused to open our markels to
their textiles?

“What would happen to our
rice and grain markets in West
Germany if we told the Ger-

mans, ‘don’t send us any more
Volkswagens™"" |
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John White Lauds |

Farm Legislatimn

Dy CLARK BOLT
Staff Wriler

THRALL — The way Texas
Agricullure Commissioner John
C. White fipures it is this: It
might be a good thing for
country boys il the Legislature
had some more city slickers In
In.

White wns feafured speaker ni
the anmmal Sliles Farm
Foundation  field day here
Tuesday. 1le talked obout siate
legislation ns it affects
agriculiure,

He said the recent Legislature
was “really the first one™ which
was dominated by city
legislalors. Jiis appralisal:
Agriculture fared belter by this
Legislature than at any time
since the farm-lo-markel road
hill was passed.

Agriculiure, White said,
received more appropriations
this time, and had more
legislatlon passed providing for
Itz good than at any time in a
long lime.

And he sald some of the
Ihings which weren'l passed
were just as important for the
bellerment of agriculiure as
those which were.

He referred specifically to the
pgricullural development board.
White sald he was opposed fo
it because, as he explained, "1t

t me in an unienable

ftion." He said he could not

e how he as an elecled office

r could serve the people

nt the samoe time have to!
lnnswer 10 a board. He said it
would slow down progress as
twell.

White sald he did not belleve
lhis opposition to the agricultural

velopment board had

thing to do with Gov. John
Comnally’s culting out  an
appropriation of $125,000 to the
[Department of Agriculture for
arket development. “1 have
had the chance fo talk with

v. Connally nsbout this

tler, bul 1 will, T belleve it

a misupderstanding," While

id.

About the good things the
|Legislalure did for agriculiure,

White noled these:
1. Passage of the volunicer
check-oll program gives

lture a chance o promole
nd research on ils own, and
Is the farmer In a pesitien lo,
ofter markels, “People!
pren't going to come to us. We
st po alter markels, and this
fegislation will give producers a
chance {0 initiale a really
pegressive maorket development
program,” White sald.
2. A $100,000 appropriation for
mesquite contrel research,
This will give us an

unily fo really atlack this
proslem,” he sabd.

White also commendad the
Lepislature for action regarding
citrus regulations and milk
weipht checks,

Williamson Counly Agent
John Wakefleld was master of
ceremonics.

Tho Stlles farm has been
under supervision of the Texas

past five years. Farm manager
is Calvin Rinn.

Teylor Chamber of Commerce
president Bill Nlack said ihe
farm (his wear might reach
goals of 4,500 powds of grain
sorphum per acre and a bale of
collon per acre. Thesa are goals
set by the NBlackland Jncome
Growih — BIG — under which
{he farm is managed. The farm
also wiilizes livestock and swine
in its program.

Rinn sald the cotlon and grain
sorghum locks good mow, and if
the weather cooperates. he
expects a good yleld and return
from the farm's operations this
year.

Kenneth  Johmson, Iutto
farmer, explained that tha BIG
program has meant the
difference  of some farmers
staying in business or going out
of farming.

A&M University board for ihej

Capitol Staff

Agriculture Commissioner
John C. White has Dbeen
requested hy the US Siate
Department to serve as special
observer on a mission fto
Victnam, evaluating work of the
Agency for International
Development.

While told of his two-week
foreign study Monday at the
Texas Farm Bureau's 3th

will Ieave ecarly Tuesday for a
bricfing session with USDA and
State Depariment officials in
Washington and depart

Thursday,

In  Vietham, Commissioner]
While is scheduled to confer|
with Ambassader Eugene Locke|
and Agricullure officials of the
US and Vietnamesej
Governments  hefore his fact-|
finding trip into farm areas and’
batlle zone villages where aid is!

“in eperation.

The AID in Victnam has
designed a number of self-help
programs for villagers and
farmers t o Increase their
agricultural productivity.
White's mission, in part, will be
to evaluate the progress of these
food and fiber programs and
make - recommendations for
better usage of US farm lools
and agricultural shipments.

Following the Saigen
conferences, Commissioner.
White will contact local leaders
and farmers in northern villages
within Sector 2, between the
demilitarized zone and Da
Nang. Proceeding south, his
field inspection will include the
lertile production arcas of the
Mekong Delta where the war
has erippled farm elforts.

White plans to return lo the
US around Dec. 3 1o present his
findings in a two-day debricfing
in Washington.

During his stay in Vietnam,

annual conference in Austin, He

for

White Plans AID

Study in Vietham

IIWhile hopes to visit briefly with

Saigon late Wednesday or ecarly| Yugoslavia. '
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his son, Richard, 20, a specialist
4 with the US Army Signal
Corps near the demilitarized
zone. Young White has been in
the Army since carly 1966 and
is scheduled 10 end his Vietnam
tour in mid-summer of next
year.

This will he commissioner
White's second major effort on
behalf of US state department
overseas programs in two
years. In 1935, he served as
special representative to  thel
international trade fairs and,
conferences In Turkey and
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| Texas Tech
‘Honors 3 |

~Top Leaders

LUBBOCK — L. D. (Den)
Apdersom, €. G. (Charlie)
Scruggs and Jahn C. While were
honored at Texas Tech
University Tuesday. Each was
cited as an “Outstanding Leader
‘In Texas Agriculture.”

" ‘The awards honored Andersom:
-« a5 a producer, Scruggs as an
ml-'ﬁnsintssmm and White as
:mﬂﬂcun:m.

The awards, presenied for the
"first lime al the annual Texas
Tech Aggie Pig HRoast, mi
~awarded by the Studenty
-Agricultural Council and the)
“faculty of fthe College off
Agricultural Sciences. 1

Presentations were made byj
- Dean Gerald W. Thomas of 1he'
College of Agricultural Sciences|
following traditional ceremonies
recognizing oulslanding studenls
In the college, deparimental!
feam members and 45
scholarship winmers whose
swards ranged from two 73
winners o four who received!
" four-year $700 awards. 1

Anderzen farms;
approximately 1,200 irrigated:
acres mear Crosbyton. He is
immediate past president ol
Plains Cotton Grosers Inc. and
currently chairman of its Ma.nll
and chairman of the Beltwide
Cotton Producers cmmuu
The award made pm'tlﬂlar.,
mention of Anderson's

tontribution in the organization.| -~

coordinalion and

* 